
J. David Waddell 
228 Turner Center 

P.O. Box 1848 University, MS 38677 

662-915-7696  dwaddell@olemiss.edu 

 

ACADEMIC RECORD 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas 1980 

Degree: Master of Religious Education 

Major area of study: Recreation 

 

Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri 1978 

Degree: Bachelor of Science 

Major:  Leisure Studies 

Minor:  Religion 

 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD 

University of Mississippi        2006 – present 

Lecturer, Sport and Recreation Administration 

 

Southwest Missouri State University       1994 – 1997  

Adjunct Instructor of Recreation  

 

The Parkview Retirement Community, Memphis, Tennessee  2005 - 2006 

Activities Director 

 

Kirby Pines Estates, Memphis, Tennessee     2004 - 2005 

Director of Activities 

 

Church Health Center, Memphis, Tennessee     2003 – 2004 

Educational and Professional Liaison   

 

Germantown Baptist Church, Germantown, Tennessee    1997 - 2003 

Recreation Pastor 
 

First Baptist Church, Springfield, Missouri      1992 - 1997 

Christian Life Minister  

 

First Baptist Church, Natchez, Mississippi     1987 – 1992 

Minister of Recreation and Youth 

 

First Baptist Church, Port Neches, Texas     1981 – 1986 

Minister of Youth and Recreation  

 

Polytechnic Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas    1979 – 1981 

Minister of Recreation  

 

 

mailto:dwaddell@olemiss.edu


TEACHING RECORD 

The University of Mississippi 2006 - present 

SRA 194   Foundations of Leisure and Recreation (Classroom, Online, and iStudy) 

SRA 200 Park & Recreation Program Leadership (Classroom, Hybrid, and iStudy) 

SRA 262 Introduction to Therapeutic Recreation (iStudy) 

SRA 270 Business of Sport (Classroom) 

SRA 301 Planning and Evaluation in SRA (Classroom) 

SRA 302 Program Planning and Development (Classroom and Hybrid) 

SRA 332 Outdoor Recreation (Classroom, Hybrid, and iStudy) 

SRA 371 Camp Leadership (Classroom, iStudy, Hybrid, and Online) 

SRA 375 Recreational Sports Programming (Classroom, iStudy, and Online) 

SRA 391 Practicum in Park and Recreation Management I (Classroom) 

SRA 392 Practicum in Park & Recreation Management II (Classroom) 

SRA 400 Professional Development (Classroom) 

SRA 401 Internship in Park and Recreation Management (Administration) 

SRA 410 Senior Seminar: Professional Development (Classroom) 

SRA 425 Design and Maintenance of Facilities (Classroom and Hybrid) 

SRA 490 Independent Study (Administration) 

HP    191  Personal and Community Health (Classroom) 

HP    203 First Aid and CPR (Classroom, iStudy, and Online) 
 

Missouri State University 1994 - 1997 

REC 190  Applied Social Recreation 

REC 390  Recreation Programming 

 

SCHOLARSHIP ACTIVITIES 

Journal Articles 

Book Review: Planning and Organizing Group Activities in Social Recreation. Schole: A 

Journal of Leisure Studies and Recreation Education Volume 22, 2007 

 

Top 10 Things a Recreator Ought to Remember. Parks and Recreation Magazine. 

August, 2023. Retrieved from https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-

magazine/2023/august/top-10-things-a-recreator-ought-to-remember/. 

 

Refereed Journal Review 

Physical Activity Through Social Media During COVID-19 Pandemic: Sports Science 

Student’s Perceptions. Physical Culture and Sports Studies Research. February 2, 2021 

 

Practitioner Newsletter Articles 

Waddell, D. Crafting a Budget for Recreation. Church Administration Magazine Lifeway 

Christian Resources 

Waddell, D. No Reservations, No Problem. Church Administration Magazine Lifeway 

Christian Resources 

Waddell, D. The Trip to Sandwich Street. Submitted Park and Recreation Business 2013 

Waddell, D. (2017, February 20). Sports Ministry Certification #1: What’s In It For Me? 

Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification-2-whats-in-it-for-

me 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification


Waddell, D. (2017, March 6). Sports Ministry Certification #2: Staying Relevant. 

Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification-2-staying-relevant  

Waddell, D. (2017, April 3). Sports Ministry Certification #3: Enhancing and Expanding 

Your Call to “Real” Ministry. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-

certification-3-enhancing-expaning-your-call-to-real-ministry 

Waddell, D. (2017, May 1). Sports Ministry Certification #4: Enhancing Your 

Professional Image. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-

certification-4-enhancing-your-professional-image 

Waddell, D. (2017, June 5). Sports Ministry Certification #5: Commitment To Being the 

Best Sports, Recreation, and Fitness Minister You Can Be. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification-5-commitment-to-being-the-best-

sports-rec-fitness-minister-you-can-be 

Waddell, D. (2018, January 18). Passing the Baton. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/passing-the-baton-guest-blog-by-davd-waddell 

Waddell, D. (2018, March 1). Apples and Physicians: Both Are Appealing. Retrieved 

from http://www.csrm.org/blog/apples-and-physicians-both-are-appealing-sports-

ministry-envisioned-through-the-eyes-of-a-visit-to-a-doctor 

Waddell, D. (2018, November 19). Such a Time As This. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/such-a-time-as-this  

Waddell, D. (2018, December 1). Christmas Wishes from CSRM’s Executive Director. 

Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/christmas-wishes-from-csrms-executive-

director 
Waddell, D. (2019, January 21). I Am That Person In Your Program. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/I-am-that-person-in-your-program  

Waddell, D. (2019, February 4). It’s Not Rocket Science But Has Far More Eternal 

Significance. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sport-rec-fitness-outreach-

ministry-its-not-rocket-science-but-has-far-more-eternal-significance  

Waddell, D. (2019, March 4). Procrastinator: A “Pear”ently Someone’s Talking to Me. 

Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/procrastinator-apearenly-someones-talking-to-

me 

Waddell, D. (2019, April 15). Easter Inspiration: The Unknown Sports and Recreation 

Minister. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/easter-inspiration-the-unknown-

sports-and-recreation-minister 

Waddell, D. (2019, May 6). This is REACH! Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/this-is-reach 

Waddell, D. (2019, June 3). Sports, Recreation, and Fitness Ministries Meet the Five 

Functions of the Church. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-recreation-

and-fitness-ministries-meet-the-five-functions-of-the-church 

Waddell, D. (2019, July 1). What’s in a Name. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/whats-in-a-name 

Waddell, D. (2019, August 5). Bad Call. Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blog/bad-

call 

Waddell, D. (2019, September 2). The Leedy Scholarship Fund Giving Campaign. 

Retrieved from http://www.csrm.org/blogs/the-leedy-scholarship-fund-giving-campaign 

Waddell, D. (2019, October 2). The Father I Go the Behinder I Get. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/the-farther-i-go-the-behinder-i-get 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification
http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification
http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification
http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-ministry-certification
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http://www.csrm.org/blog/apples-and-physicians-both-are-appealing-sports-ministry-envisioned-through-the-eyes-of-a-visit-to-a-doctor
http://www.csrm.org/blog/such-a-time-as-this
http://www.csrm.org/blog/christmas-wishes-from-csrms-executive-director
http://www.csrm.org/blog/christmas-wishes-from-csrms-executive-director
http://www.csrm.org/blog/I-am-that-person-in-your-program
http://www.csrm.org/blog/sport-rec-fitness-outreach-ministry-its-not-rocket-science-but-has-far-more-eternal-significance
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http://www.csrm.org/blog/sports-recreation-and-fitness-ministries-meet-the-five-functions-of-the-church


Waddell, D. (2019, November 1). Though She Be Little. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/though-she-be-little 

Waddell, D. (2020, March 6). It is Definitely a Reach: Top Ten Reasons I Return to the 

Reachgathering Conference (In no particular order). Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/it-is-definitely-a-reach-top-ten-reasons-i-return-to-the-

reachgathering-conference-in-no-particular-order 

Waddell, D. (2020, September 2). My Greatest Leadership Trait. Retrieved from 

http://www.csrm.org/blog/my-greatest-leadership-trait 

Waddell, D. (2020, November 9). A Tale of Two Covids. Retrieved from 

www.religiousproductnews.com/church-sports-and-recreation-sports-ministry-and-the-

new-normal 

 

Collaborative Research and Grants 

Waller, S., Connally, D., and Waddell, D. Megachurch use of sport and recreation 

ministry. University of Tennessee, Baylor University, and the University of Mississippi. 

2022.  

 

Southeast Conference Travel Grant for collaborative work with the University of 

Tennessee. Awarded $700.  

 

Invited Presentations 

Lifeway Christian Resources Rec Lab Conference  

Writing Specific, Achievable, and Measurable Goals – 1998  

The Ten Steps of Programming – 1999 

Purposeful Budgeting: Repositioning the Zero-based Budget – 2000 

 

Lifeway Christian Resources Regional Recreation Workshops  

 Alaskan Church Recreation Partnership – 1983 

  Working with Recreation Committees 

  General Consulting with two Churches  

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary – 1990 and 1991 

Creating Budgets for Recreation  

Recreation for Children 

 San Francisco, CA Workshop – 1994 

  Using Volunteers in Leadership 

 Springfield, MO Workshop – 1994 

  Day Camping  

 

Lifeway Christian Resources Fall Festival of Marriage Retreats 1985 – 1986 

Recreation Leader and Presenter  

 Family Recreation Ideas 

 Making Holidays Special Days  

 

Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Association Summit Conference 

Planning a Youth Sports Program – 2001   

The Zero-based Budget – 2001  

http://www.csrm.org/blog/it-is-definitely-a-reach-top-ten-reasons-i-return-to-the-reachgathering-conference-in-no-particular-order
http://www.csrm.org/blog/it-is-definitely-a-reach-top-ten-reasons-i-return-to-the-reachgathering-conference-in-no-particular-order


Symposium Group Facilitator: The Simple Church - 2009 

Workshop Facilitator: If I were to start all over again – 2010  

Adult CPR Certification – 2011   

Communities vs. Congregations - The SOMA Movement and How it Impacts 

Sports Ministry in the Local Church – 2011  

Recruiting and Retaining the Best Staff and Volunteers – 2012 

Leading from the Middle – 2012 

A View from the Past – 2013 

Leading from the Middle – 2013 

Expanding Your Influence – 2014 

Leading from the Middle - 2014 

 

Reach Gathering Sports Ministry Conference 

 Sports and Recreation Programs without a Facility – 2014  

 Brand Names: Communicating Mission and Vision in Sports Ministry – 2016 

Hired Guns or DYI: Advantages and Disadvantages of Prepackaged Sports 

Programs – 2016 

Got Certification – 2017-2018 

You Too Can Write – 2017-2018 

Signing Day: Becoming an Academic Partner – 2017-2018 

History of Sport Ministry – 2017-2018 

Becoming a Certified Sports, Recreation, and Fitness Minister – 2019  

Ten Commandments for Sports and Recreation Ministers – 2021 

Resources for Sports and Recreation Ministries – 2021  

  

Kirby Pines Retirement Community  

 Customer Service Investigations (CSI) – 2007  

 Deal or No Deal: Go Green and Save Green – 2008  

 Simply the Best – 2009  

 The Comfort Zone – 2010  

 Budgeting for Dummies – 2012 

 Serve Like a Pro: Dietary Staff Training – 2020  

 Main Speaker at Lighting of the Lake – 2021  

 

Mississippi Recreation and Park Association 

 Recruitment and Retention of Staff and Volunteers – 2018 

 Ten Things a Recreator Should Remember - 2021 

 

Presentation to Board of Trustees, Vision for the Future Church Sports and Recreation 

Ministers Association September 11-12, 2020 

 

Guest Lecturer – Introduction to Church Recreation on Zoom for Baylor University. 

November 2, 2020 

 



Keynote Speaker, Reachgathering Conference, Ridgecrest, North Carolina. September 

14, 2021. Retrieved November 5, 2021, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2nmJ6a4lDM 

 

Guest Lecturer - Introduction to Church Recreation on Zoom for Baylor University. 

November 19, 2021 

 

Guest Lecturer Church Recreation at the University of Tennessee, March, 29, 2022 

 

Guest Lecturer - Introduction to Church Recreation at Baylor University. April 8, 2022 

 

Webinars 

Waddell, D., Linville, G., Longworth, J. (2018, August 7). David Waddell and John 

Longworth Session I. Retrieved August 7, 2018 from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DNUoMYjh4o 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2018, March 8). CSRM Podcast: Overwhelming Victory Press. 

Retrieved March 8, 2018, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNj4YkGUOlU&t=1s 

Waddell, D., Franks, J., & Dudek, A. (2018, September 18). How to Do Sports Ministry 

without Facilities. Retrieved September 18, 2018, from https://vimeo.com/182015142 

Linville, G., Waddell, D., Longworth, J. (2018, November 12). Interim Executive 

Director David Waddell & John Longworth. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8vJ03Flx0Aw 

Waddell, D., Meyers, P., & Linville, Greg. (2019, January 31). CSRM Podcast: CSRM In 

2019. Retrieved January 31, 2019, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4i_UT-

v_Tg 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, June 12). CSRM Podcast: What We’ve Been Doing, 

with David Waddell Part I. Retrieved June 12, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNL8afQ5Owg&t=1s 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, June 19). CSRM Podcast: What We’ve Been Doing, 

with David Waddell Part II. Retrieved June 19, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8TqPxxCEFw 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, November 20). CSRM Podcast: 20 Years in Ministry 

with John Longworth Part I. Retrieved November 20, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAPd-c2VC6U&t=22s 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, December 4). CSRM Podcast: 20 Years in Ministry with 

John Longworth Part II. Retrieved December 4, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHB1gP_cgAE 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, December 11). CSRM Podcast: 20 Years in Ministry 

with John Longworth Part III. Retrieved December 11, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7uHOc01Fes 

Waddell, D., Linville, G. (2020, December 18). CSRM Podcast: 20 Years in Ministry 

with John Longworth Part IV. Retrieved December 18, 2020, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU81X4ejyhs&list=PLKRvs7G_qzo-

vrmpz7t5brZJWe8lxGXhr&index=64 



Waddell, D., Linville, G., Fouts, A., Stoffer, D., Longworth, J., McDowell, D. (2021, 

May 21). CSRM Podcast: OVRadio – Wisdom and Wisecrackers. Retrieved May 21, 

2021 from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGNASsJIhDs&t=226s 

Waddell, D., Linville, G., Fouts, A., Stoffer, D., Longworth, J., McDowell, D. (2021, 

May 28). CSRM Podcast: OVRadio Tuesday Talks. Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_K_IWgo7ug 

Waddell, D., Hayden, M. (2021, June 29). Tuesday Talks: Relationship between the SRF 

Minister and Senior Pastor. Retrieved July 6, 2021, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1dzmKGtHGY&list=PLKRvs7G_qzo9Bt1aJ-iLj-

cqLBb9DNKtl&index=10 

Waddell, D., Fouts, A. (2021, October 26). Ministry Misfits Episode 28: Discipleship and 

Staff Dynamics. Retrieved October 26, 2021, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7JOcEodXac 

Waddell, D., Fouts, A. (2021, November 23). Ministry Misfits Episode 32: Accidentally 

an Author. Retrieved November 23, 2021, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXInI9MNInU 

 

Book/Book Chapters 

Waddell, D. (2022). A Cell Call from Paul: Modern Messages from First Century Prison 

Letters. Bloomington, IN: WestBow 

Linville, G. (2021). SENT: Missiology for the Sports Outreach Community. “Cultural 

Worship Sidebar.” Overwhelming Victory Press. 

Linville, G. (2019). Putting the Church Back in the Game: The Ecclesiology of Sports 

Outreach. “Make that Phone Call: Search Engines.” pp. 106-108. Canton, OH: 

Overwhelming Victory Press 

Waddell, D. (2018). Worship Wars: The Kings Lead the Battle to Spirit and Truth. 

Bloomington, IN: WestBow 

Smith, J., & English, G. (2017). Sports Ministry that Wins: How to initiate, build and 

manage a sports ministry program. Chapter 8 - Sports Ministry Management with 

Limited Space. pp. 119-129 Canton, OH: Overwhelming Victory Press 

Waddell, D. (2015). Characters of the Bible: Finding My Stories in Their Stories. 

Bloomington, IN: WestBow 

Waddell, D. (2015). Holiday Biblical Characters: Finding My Stories in the Stories of 

Christmas and Easter. Bloomington, IN: WestBow 

Submitted one chapter in Administration of a Church Recreation Facility Lifeway 

Christian Resources (publication suspended). 2002 

Submitted proposal to Lifeway Christian Resources for a book on motivation and 

devotionals on recreation and sports events. (publication suspended). 2001.  

Submitted materials requested by Lifeway Christian Resources to create interactive 

program planning for events and activities known as From Boot Up to Exit. (publication 

suspended).1999. 

Submitted one chapter in Summer Long Day Camp Module Missouri Baptist Association 

1995. 

 

Awards/Nominations 



Nominated for 2017 Paragon Award for Excellence in Distance Teaching for SRA 371 – 

Camp Leadership (Summer 2017) 

Nominated for Association of Distance Education and Independent Learning Award for 

iStudy SRA 371 – Camp Leadership 

Nominated for 2018 Paragon Award for Excellence in Distance Teaching for SRA 371 – 

Camp Leadership and SRA 375 – Recreational Sports Programming (Summer 2018) 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Department of Health, Exercise Science, and Recreation Management 

Social Committee 2006 – 2009 

Coordinator, Recreation Management Majors Association – 2006 - 2007, 2013-2014, 

2017-2018 

Liaison with the American Red Cross 2007 – 2011 

Website Coordinator 2006 - 2008  

Academic and Professional Advisor/Mentor 2006 – Present 

Campus Recreation Facility Committee 2012 – 2015 

American Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED Instructor Trainer 2014 - Present 

Developed Independent Study courses for Program Leadership, Outdoor Recreation, 

Camp Leadership, Recreational Sport Programming, and Therapeutic Recreation. 2014 - 

2018  

Serve as Independent Study course lecturer for Department of Outreach courses 2011 – 

Present 

Retirement and Insurance Committee 2019 – Present 

Tenure and Promotion Review Committee 2019 – 2021  

Faculty Leader: Resilient Learning Community 2020 

Faculty Search Chair 2021-2022 

 

Church Recreation 

Served on Lifeway Christian Resources Rec Lab Planning Team 1997 – 2000 

Director of Rec Lab Vendors 2000 – 2001 

Creator of Rec Lab Student Mentoring Event 2001 

Conducted Association of Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Conference Memphis, 

TN April 2002 

Creator of the Mega-Church Recreators Association 2001 

Initiated process of Church Recreation emphasis with Athletic Business Conference 2002 

 

University/Professional  

Internship and Practicum Site Host/Advisor 

 First Baptist Church Natchez, MS – University of Mississippi  

 First Baptist Church Springfield, MO – Southwest Baptist University 

 First Baptist Church Springfield, MO – Missouri State University 

 Germantown Baptist Church Germantown, TN – University of Memphis 

Germantown Baptist Church Germantown, TN – Missouri State University 

Germantown Baptist Church Germantown, TN – Southwest Baptist University 



Germantown Baptist Church Germantown, TN – Baylor University 

 

Community Service 

Board Member, American Red Cross 2008 – 2011 

First Aid/CPR/AED Instructor Trainer, American Red Cross 2014 – present  

First Night Coordinator, Springfield, MO 1995 - 1997 

Board of Directors Golden Triangle YMCA 1983 

Consultant, Kirby Pines Retirement Community, Memphis, TN 2006 – 2014 

Consultant, Aim Higher Events, Birmingham, AL 2010 – 2015 

Leadership Team Member, Orchard Oxford Church, Oxford, MS 2014 – 2018 

Board Member, Oxford Writes 2015 – 2019  

Board of Trustees, Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Association, Canton, Ohio 

2016 – 2019 

Director of Academic Partners, Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Association, 

2017 – 2018, 2021 - present 

Editorial Board, Overwhelming Victory Press, Canton, Ohio 2016 – present  

Executive Director, Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Association, Canton, Ohio 

2018 – 2021 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

National Recreation and Park Association 

Mississippi Recreation and Park Association 

Learning Resource Network 

Church Sports and Recreation Ministers Association 

Athletic Business 


